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By this lemter, we hareby submit a formal complaint regarding the Linda McMahon for Senate! campaign and mﬂohtion of feddgl
clection laws by coordinating with and using the corporate resources of her family’s company, World Wmﬁing Egfertainmént,
Inc. ("the WWE").

We have previously submitted a complaint regarding the WWE"’s illegal in-kind contributions to the McMahon campuign.z Since
that time, the WWE has continued to use its resources to increase political support for Linda McMahon in & manner which may
involve illegal coordination.

Prior  her amowncement as a candidate for U.S. Semate, Mrs. McMahon was the CEO of the WWE. Her husband, Vince
McMahon, is vurrertly Chairman and CEO of the WWE, responsible for oversight and coordination of day-to-day activities
within the company. 3 Her children and their spouses served as executwes or talent in the company. Although WWE is publicly
traded, Mrs. Mchahen sl her immerlinte umidy cenmrol

88% of the company's ving shams zad, acsordin ,,i to the WWE, in its ssqusl 10-K filing with ihe SEC, “Mr. snd Mra. Mchiahon
can sffectively exercise control over our effairs.”” She has made her assaciation with the company a comerstone ef her Senate
campaign, and her name is synonymous with the WWE. '

There are ot lenst thres major exampfes of possible improper coordination Getween Mrs. McMahon and WAWE. These include
WWE's mew politienl cumgmiyn snd ‘sspid-rzmpmmse’ newis mperatiom wn bxiwlf of Lindu McMeiren's Semzte caumafan,
WWE's scheduling of the first-evar “Fan Appmeiation Day” the Saturday before Election Day in Hartford, and WWE's potential

mterfereme with voting on elecuon night in Bndgeport.

Improper Coordinatiou between McMahon and WWE

After Citizens United, a corporation can only spend money on a campaign in the form of an uncoordinated independent
expenditure:

No expendimmm: shall Be oemsidered indepondent if the person making the expenditure allows a candidate, a
candidate's authorized committee, or their agents, or a political party committee or its agents to become materially
involved in decisions regarding the communicatior ns described in 11 CFR 109.21(dX2), or shares financial

1esponsibility for the costs of production or dissemination with any such pemn.s

Mrs. McMahon, along with her husband, continues to own an 88% controlling voting share in the WWE, implying she
continues to retain ultimate “financial responsibility” for WWE events,

Furthermore, an expenditure is coordinated if it is “made in cooperation, consultation or concert with, or at the request or
suggestion of, a candidate.” Coordinated expenditures must be considered as “an in-kind
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contribution. to...the candidate...with wham or thh which it was coordinated m.dmustbereportedasan
expenditire made by that candidate.”” An in-kind contribution must “be reported as a contribution in
accordance with 11 C.F.R. §104.3(a),”® but it is lllegal for corporations to make direct campaign contribations, -
in<kind or otaerwxse, to candidates for federal office.

WWE's Political Campaign and Rapid- Response News Media Operation to Reinforce Linda McMahon's
Candidacy

Throughout the campaign, Lindai¥fcMahon has conslstently dodged questions and charges dnrected at #iér
regarding the WWE. Questions raised to her palitical campaign were answered by her carporate public relaticas
office. The company itself has directly engaged with the news media on Mrs. McMahon’s ‘behalf throughout
the campaign on a variety of issues, from McMahon’s involvement in the produchon of a pemographic
television event'® to the deaths of wrestlers formerly emnployed by her company.!

On Monisy, Qetober 18, 2010, WWE dioppatl all pretantes and linched » massive rapid-response campaign
to reinforce Linda McMahon’s political campmgn and defend against attacks. News reports are that “the
company, tn which Linda McMahon s campaign hos referred many quentions abaut its opmrations, is taking &
bigger role in the campaign.”'? In a videiaped message, WWE Chairnan and CEC (and Licda McMabon's
husband) Vince MeMahon stated:

[The] United States senatsrial campaign in Conneeticut involving my wife, former WWE CEO Linda McMahon, and
Attorney Guneral Richard Blimmnthal, has quite frankly put the spotlight on WWE, and has resuited in some negative and
inaccurate attacks on our company. So we're reaclung out directly to you, the WWE universe, our fans, to provide the real
facts about WWE: Andwenkyouwjomus in mmn&ngwﬂ:essmlmmumks against the company and ym, our
viewers. We've injtisted a new campaign called “Stand Up for WWE.” Wel be posting videos regularly on WWE.com 0
set the record siovight. And we ask you to utilize Youtgbe, Twitter, Faceboek, as.well as WWE.com to corréct bisged and
Mg_m_m‘\mmmgeyoum sign on to WWE's facebook page and upload-ybur videos, your pictures, and |
your stories oa Youtube, vuicing ywr auport for WWE. Lut's show e world the pewer 5§ Werld Wrestling Entaitainment.
Let's stand up for WWE Thmlt You? .

As part of this. initistive, WWE has purchassd commercial broadcast time in Connecticut extolling the
company’s work with the “Make-a-Wish™ foundation. These ads prominently inclutle the llkeness of Linda
McMahon, and may also violate FEC rules regarding coordinated communication.*

Through this new initiative, spearheaded by her husbamd, the Republican U.S. Senate candidate in Connecticut
is directly marshdling the resources of Aer fimily’s billlon dullar corporation to defond her flagging cumpaign
against Ingltlmate questious. It Is inconceivabie thint this major, comprebeniive, ard pibue effort aimed directly
at those news organizations currently covering the election was not undertaken in coordination with Linda
McMahon’s Scnate canpaign. As such, it may meproient illegal cosrdinated cemapmign expendinure.

“Fan Appreciation Day” Rally to Bolster the McMahon Gampaign

In a news release on September 30 2010, the WWE announced it would hold its first-ever “Fan Appreciation

Day” in Hurtford, Connectiout’s capital city, on October 30th — three days before the midterm elections.' This

is the first such event ever in the history of the WWE. Paul I.zvesque(betterknownbyhxsnngnmnc“‘fnple

H") - Linda McMahon’s son-in-law nnd a promainent surrogate for the eampaign 16 _ is returning to WWE for a
one-night only appearance at the event.'? _

Askied shout tha curioua timing ot‘ the cvent (in an erticke discussing WWE’s oublic adtiors during the
campaign defending attacks on Linda McMahon'’s stewardship of the company), WWE spokesman Robert
Zimmermar said, “WWE wanted to thank our fans far the support and putting up with everything that's beep
said ahout the company and sticking by ns and putting on a fan appreciation show.”
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This statement, combined with the timing and location of the event, raises serious questions about whether this
first-ever “WWE Fan Appreciation Day” is little more than a thinly-veiled attempt to rally support for Linda .
McMahon's candidacy less than 72 hours before the polls open on Election Day. Given Linda McMahon's
controlling femilial interest in the cempany, und her husband’s rvle it orchestrating the major actions of the
comypany, the event 1any upremnt illegal cooidinated campaign expwmditure.

Potential Interference with Voting in Bridgeport

WWE also has scheduled a taping of its ‘&##ackdown’ program in the heart of the heavily Democratic city of

Bridgeport an election night, suggesting intent to suppress voter turnout in the area.'® Receat news reports have
described the event and its potential to adversely affect voter turnout for Democrats:

The show will bogin at ¢:45 p.m., & Ibil hout end 13 1ninmtes bufore the polls close in a district thm wont 6040 for President
Obama in 2008. The venue can hold up to 10,000 people. And Democrats are worried that —~ whether they're stuck in traffic
or wa:t;h‘mg a large roan in tights get bodyslammad -- a significant tumber of voiars might act make it to the polls in time to
vote. )

Despite being based in Stamford, CT, WWE has not taped a ‘Smackdown program in the state m the last six
months — and has no plans to do so for the rest of the year

The WWE's decision to schedule the filming of a major event in a Democratic stronghold at precisely the time

" that many area voters will be leaving work and attempting to vote in the final hours.the polls are open raises

serious questions about whether this event is simply an attempt to suppress voter turnout among constituencies
that would net be expected to favor McMahon’s eandxdncy Given Linda McMuhen's controlling familial
interest i the cimpmay, and her hushend’s roie in orchestrating the major actions of the vomepany, the svent
may alga represent an ilizpnl corrdinatod cnmpaign ulpendltum

Conelnmim

Linda McMahon maintains a close personal, familial, and financial connection to the WWE, and is relying upon
the resources of that company to advance her campaign in an apparently coordinated manner. We assert that
the information provided inthis letter provides a sufficient basis for the FEC to find a reason to believe that the
McMahon campaign has violated federal election law. We therefore request that the FEC open an investigation

- into these WWE events anil tyomdcasts owrﬂnmw privr to mad during the upsoming election and impowe any
mmnpmte oivil peuahes. el SR

NANCY DINARDO
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Signer(s) of the foregoing instrument, and acknowledged the same to be his/her/their free act and deed, subscribed

and sworn to before me on this _Q_n_& day of&, 2010 -
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Notary Public/Commissioner of Superior Court
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